
  

 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

Development Services Department 

  
  
Project Name: Easterseals Substantial Conformance 
  
Request: Determination of Substantial Conformance with Resolution 

No. PC 2002-04 to allow for a new play area associated with 
an existing childcare center for children ages two to five.  

  
Discretionary Action: Substantial Conformance (SUBC) 
  
CEQA Determination: Exempt 
  
DECISION: APPROVED  
  
  
Project Number: SUBC-006029-2023 
  
DSD Number: 2023-24 
  
Location: 511 Saxony Place 
  
Community: Old Encinitas 
  
APN: 256-330-50-00, 01 & 02 

 

  
Applicant:  Easterseals Southern California 
  
Representative: Chris Miller 
  
Project Planner: Esteban Danna, Senior Planner 

edanna@encinitasca.gov  
  
  
Decision Date: May 2, 2023 
   
Report Approval: Esteban Danna, Senior Planner 
 Anna Colamussi, Assistant Director 

 

 

This document is to certify that the applicant’s proposed plans received by the City of Encinitas 
on April 7, 2023, have been determined to be in substantial conformance with the originally 
approved Coastal Development Permit/Administrative Design Review pursuant to Resolution No. 
PC 2002-04 (Case No. 01-012 DR/CDP), for the construction of two single-story medical 
office/clinic or professional office buildings totaling 13,350 square feet. 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
The subject property is developed with two existing commercial/office buildings located at 511 
Saxony Place (APNs: 256-330-50-00, 256-330-50-01 and 256-330-330-02) within the Encinitas 
Mixed-Use 2 (ER-MU2) Zoning District of the Encinitas Ranch Specific Plan.  

The following previous discretionary cases have been approved in relation to this project site: 

1. Case No. 01-012 Design Review – Approved January 10, 2002 pursuant to Planning 
Commission Resolution No. PC 2002-04. 

PROJECT SUMMARY/ANALYSIS: 
 
This determination is based upon the following: 
 

 The project proposes to construct a new outside play area associated with an existing 

Child Care Center use (Building Permit No. BLDC-022468-2022). Outdoor activity spaces 

are required for childcare facilities per California Government Code Section 10238.2. 
 

 The existing outdoor space was previously permitted to be utilized as outdoor patio areas 
for employees occupying the building, and therefore it is not a new outdoor use. 
 

 The proposed changes to the outdoor use of the space does not negatively impact 
adjacent properties. The existing outdoor space is located in a portion of the property that 
is adjacent to both Interstate 5 and the Paul Ecke Sports Park.  
 

 The existing/proposed outdoor space is separated from adjacent uses by an earthen 
berm. 

 

 No new building square footage will be added as a result of this project.  
 

 A building permit will be required for the proposed retaining walls and associated 
improvements.  

 
This determination is based on the following findings for a Substantial Conformance of a 
Design Review: 
 
1. No project condition is changed or deleted; 
 

The proposed modification does not affect the original conditions of approval.  

2. No feature, facility, or amenity is deleted or substantially altered which had been 
considered essential to the project’s quality, safety, or function by the decision 
making body; 

 
The project does not involve any alteration that was considered essential to the project’s 
quality, safety, or function by the decision-making body. The project has been reviewed to 
in compliance with all standards including planning, engineering, and fire prevention 
requirements. The outdoor use is required to be in compliance with City’s Performance 
Standards (EMC Section 30.40.010 – Performance Standards - Purpose), including any 
noise standards.  
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3. The area of any residential floor plan or any nonresidential building is not decreased 

or increased by more than five percent; 
 

No new nonresidential square footage is added as a result of this project. 
 

4. No additional lots or dwelling units are added; 
 

No additional lots or dwelling units are proposed to be added to the project. 
 
5. No private or public open space is reduced in area or in its potential for use and 

enjoyment; 
 

No public or private open space will be reduced as a result of the proposed project. 
 
6. The shape and bulk of structures, exterior building materials, landscaping, parking 

and access are substantially in conformance with the spirit and intent of the design 
review decision; 

 
The proposed project is consistent with the spirit and design of Case No. 01-012 DR/CDP. 
The use of the childcare facility was previously allowed pursuant to Building Permit No. 
BLDC-022468-2022. 
 

7. The grading plan will not increase or decrease the final grade on any part of the site 
by more than three feet over or under the plan approved by the design review 
decision, unless the Director finds that (1) the design is substantially altered by the 
grading change, (2) the design review approval specifically prohibits variation to 
the elevation of the pads, or (3) the change in pad elevation impacts surrounding 
views, and/or substantially increases the bulk and mass of a building; and; 
 
The project includes 45.6 CY of grading that will at most have a cut and fill of 1.5 feet. The 
project site is at a lower elevation than the surrounding area and is surrounded by a hill 
adjacent to the freeway. The modified grading design will not increase or decrease any 
part of the site by more than three feet over or under the approved design review decision.  
  

8. No significant changes are made which, in the opinion of the Director, should be 
reviewed by the body which approved the original design review application. 

 
The proposed project will keep intact the spirit and intent of the originally approved 
entitlement.  

 
Environmental Status: This project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines pursuant to Section 15301 for Existing Facilities. This exemption 
applies because it allows for minor modifications at the exterior of the structure. The proposed 
project meets the criteria for the exemption.   
 
This determination shall be valid 15 days from the date of this Determination, during which time 
any aggrieved person may, upon payment of necessary fees, file an appeal. Additional permits, 
including Building Permits, may be required by the Development Services Department or other 
City Departments. It is the applicant’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits required for 
the type of project proposed. The applicant may proceed through the plan check process during 
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the appeal period at his/her own risk; plan check fees are non-refundable. Any filing of an 
appeal will suspend this action as well as any processing of permits in reliance thereon in 
accordance with Encinitas Municipal Code Section 1.12.020(D)(1) until such time as an action is 
taken on the appeal.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this determination, please contact Esteban Danna, Senior 
Planner, at (760) 633-2692 or by email at edanna@encinitasca.gov; or contact the 
Development Services Department, 505 South Vulcan Avenue, Encinitas, CA 92024 at (760) 633-
2710 or by email at planning@encinitasca.gov. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Anna Colamussi 
Assistant Director 
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